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FOOT & MOUTH
Closes The Hilt

As the Foot and l\,4outh crisis continues, Leckharllpton Hil and Chadton Kings Cornmon have been closed
to public access to help prevent the further spread of this disease. Although restiction of access is aga nst
one of FOLK's main objectives we fully suppod these tempolary measures and hope that the current
outbreak is brought undeT control as soon as possible. Please do not use the hill untilthe restrictions have
been lifted For up to date information visit our website, which has links to the MAFF information.

Worklng parties have been suspended. but to find out what has been achieved so far, see the conseryation
section on page 3.

Andy Gilbert, 212 Old Bath Road, Cheltenham, GL53 9EQ or e-mail: andygilbert@btinternet.com.
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A Message from the F.O.L.K. Chairman

Some peop e are concerned ihaiconservalion work bythe Friends ol Leckhampion Hi & chanton Kngs Common [F o L.K]mightspol lhe un que

env.onment ofthis parl oflhe cclswolds
Olhers fe.. thar proteciion ot this uniqre environmefl m ghl be lsed to jusilly restricl ohs on the recreailonalacl vties thai the peoP e of
Chel.fhan and many visilors lo the Hil & Common enloy

The struggle for access
We iearned at F o L K s frsi pub c meet ng nJanlary,ihatthepeopeofChelenhamhaveiolghtlongand sometimes hard forlhe righiofaccess
to the H I .rohn [r] ners ta k qave !s a lasc nztirg hislory oi the F
'theenglhstowhichChetienhamFokhadgonelomantanlherrghloiaccessbetweenls90&l929siaggeredme From the redoublable
DoroihtBea e. form€r Frinc pa oiCheienhamColege lvhocanceledDalespiano easlng contracl wlh the Colege. becalse asowneroflhe
quanie: on lhe H . he tr ed to resircr pubtic access:throughlhe masslrespasses oithousands ol Cheltenham res denis lo rotng which cu m naled

oh two o.cas ons wilh lhe ra s ng to ground ofthe Quarry Foremans house. Tramway Collagel
I eou d beanogart and u]trmatey flt eior any organlsalronlo sei ilse f !p to restrct a.cess lo this commo. and Nev€rtheess. the enloyment ol

d fferent users of the Hit & comFoh h:!e to be ba anced wrh one anoiher a th. impact ai lsers on th s rmportanl naluralhab lat also has io be

The impact of people on the Hill & Common
Ihastoberemehberedthal.tkemoslolB tansbeauifllcounlrysde,theCommon&l] arehol hailral enlnonments theyarevery argey
h!m:n made Fram ihe ron Age Fon attheiop of Leckhahpton Hil io ihe quarying lhat has gone on forat east tvr'o thousand years orthe grazing

ollivesto.k, people have shaped the and
Elen Cheltehhams mosi famous andmark. the De! s chimney.ls nol the beaul fllproducl ofnaturalweatherng slch ss may be fo!nd nthe
Brmsiofe Crags in yarksh re, orrhe fantastc.ockrornat o.s in Arizofa t stheproductofquanyng&Fossblyeventhequarymensbitotfln

Natural Environment
Noneiheless natlre has re,co onsed the area and deve oped few naiura habiiats A large part ofthe H a common s grass and of nal onal

sgnicancebecauseittsrare !nmproved mestone grassand wh ch means thal I has on y ev€r been grazed and neler plolghed Asar€sutlhe
areahasbe€hdesigraledasasiteorspecialScienlifcnterestlssslandsanmporlanlerampleoithsivpeoihabtat
Unlorlun.teVscrub lqorse & thorn treesl s encroaching on th s grasslard Thisscrub s good far heither people nor meslone grassahd fora and

faqna a rhoush t is cood forsome bnds and ather an mals The extenl oiihe scrub needs lo be cohlro ed ard even cut back to restore some ofthe
grassland bll r tvrere removed compleiey I would destroythe hablats of sohe oilhe wldlfe
ir ths conlexl by grassand we do not mean the we -man cured awns ofsome capab iy Brown nspned colnhy parks We do mean rolgh open
grassand Even then dilferent lengths of grass prov de habials ior d fferent creaiures and flowers so the lnl.nt.n s r.tto create 2 uniroh
grassand bli to mainlain as much bio-diversty as poss b e

Conservation
Thts s rhe approach Ihat wi beseen n a I F o L K s conservation work Even fFoL.K hadaccesstosuificieniresolr.estoclearal Ihescrlband
wood and oiilhe Hil which we dont th s is not whal we wo! d vrahi to do
Wherewecearscrlb ortrees yje wl I not clear I al Wew Leave sign rca.l palches oiscrub and wood ahd for lhe widLfethat nhabts it Wewi
also creale irregular edgesto cleared areas. io make them appear as natLral as poss b e

Equa y impona;i s g. ficant scr!b cearance wr iot be conducled durng lhe ma n widliie breed ng seasons ConseNaiion v/ork such as path

haintenancewlconlin!elhroughoutiheyearbutscrubcearancewllceaseatiheendofMarchandnolreslmerntillhealiumnapai(fr.m
c earinS !p alterearler cln.g
nsom-paces rorexampeaohgthetopolthescarpsopes,wew remov€ some ofihe irees and gorse 1o opeh !p vslas across Cheltenham and

lhe Vale oiEvesham to the [4a]verns Wehalealreadystarledloopen!ptherouteollhecotswodWayalo.glhelopollhecommor byculing
backthe qoGe. wh ch waslhrealen ns to b ock lhe palh

Grassland
Simtanywheregrassisc!1,pait.!arlytoremoleyounggorselhalisgrownguplhroughttvril notal becutlolhesame ength.orallhesame
rhe lnstead isands oflncrr grass. or'giades otcltgrassrvi be creaied Thesewi be var ed from year to yea. so that eventually much orthe
grasslahdwil be restored bltno\al al once vr'hch wou d destroy some olthe habitats
Grazng.which mantainedthe grasstard ior many years scohsderedbysomeasthebest!!aytoconun!etomantainit Thls islhe meihod
pretened by Engtsh N?ture. bli l wo! d be extrehey d iiicllt and cosiy to hplement becalse oflhe need lo ience arge areas orthe N Land

Common.cra2ingmaybeconsderedasonewayromant:niheg€ssandhsome mited areas. orthe m.re inaccess ble parls oflhe common -

such as lhe Easiern scarp sope
FOLK hasnopowertoalthorse or prevenl grazng ortehcngonlheHll. That is the responsibill! oiCheltenham Barolqh Counc who a.e

owners & trlstees ofthe tand n coisulal on w1h Eng ish Nature and any lefc ng of commoh and wolld also havelo be approved by ihe Secretary or

l-tovr'ever F o.L.K s ste t,tanaOemeni Sub Comm tee w considerany proposa ior grazirg very caref! ly and the Executve lvould cons!l1th€ wd€r
membersh p on any proposalslo graze any paris ofthe Lahd
ofijcersofcBchaveufderiakeniotakeFoLK.svev/sntoac.ounibeforeanydecislonstakenandtheywoudbeliwsetodsregardlhe
organ sat onlhal lhey heiped lo sei up to represenl the vews ofihewdest number of users oiihe H L& Common.

haybewonhponirgoltihatFOLK caries out a iisconservaton$orkncanslliatonwithchetehhamBorolghCouncl.Theworksaso
canledout r sirci accordance nth the ste l\traragemenl Pan prepared bythe Goucestershire WidlfeTrusl for the Counci andthe
recommendat ons ol Eng ish Nature who are responsibre lorthe S S S I The slte Managemenl Pan s due to be updated soor and F.O L.K. sho! d

have a s gnifcant nF!t ntothe!pdatngoilhePan

Recreation
The Hit & carnrnoh hale alvlays been lsed by arge numbers ot peop e for recre:ton and co.tinue to be lsed ior a wide !arieiy olactviles irom
rambnganddogwakingthroughhorserdng.lomountaihbiklng.hansgldlngahdmodeaircraftiying t is sLilabe f.r mosi forms olnon
molorsed activil es and even hotorised modelancrafl calse ltl e inlrusion
There w[. ]nelilaby be cohft.ts of inierest belween dfferenl groups of users. blt it is one oiF O L.K.s statedobiectves io seek to baancethese
difierng inleresls as best as possible and mlgale the hpact ofrecreat ona actvlies on ihe envnonmenl

tyou share these aims, rve hope thar you lvttnoi s mpy contih!e to enloy the H l& cohhon blt wl join us in seek ng 10 preserue I lor presenl and

Julius IVlarstrand F.O.L K. Chairman



CONSERVATION

The p clure on the lefr is of FOLK
members in action on 28''
January.

Working Padies

An article by Alan Wood

As I write ih s adicle nearyNnarcha ourpansfor.onservaiionworkonthehllnthenearfutlrezreonhoddueioihe
resirciions mposed bythe oltbreak offooi and nrouih d sease Th s fc udes both workby F O L K and tlre programrne ofwork
dle io be carr ed oLrt by G ebe Contractors n eary l",larch t seems I kely thai any iurrher argescaecearanceofscr!b whch s

bas cally a winte. task wl nowhaveiawatunt aterthsyear
Howeveral isnot ostaswearepannngioconifuethewo*pairesonthe4'r'sundaylnihemonihsthroughoutthesprngand
slmmersubjecttotherestrctionsbeng ifted Therewil bebothmornngandallernoonsessionssiartngatl030amand
2 00pni ihe dates are set oLrt b-" ow
Thefollowlngwolkhasbeenidentnedlorattentondu.ingtheperlodAprtoSeptemberFootpathmantefanceaidsterepairs
inclld ng lmited contro ol scrub adjoin ng footpaths Removal oi young Ash seed ngs wh ch are a prob em n many areas and
carbesafeyremovedwiilroutdisiu&ngwldfeatthstLmeofyearCutingandrakngofsma areas oigrassiand aidiasiiyihe
cearance oflitier The atter will req Lrrre iwo sweeps ofihe hi inbothsprngand ate sLrnrmer
A b g thafk yo! io aL ilrosewhoilrnedoutonthefolrwinterwolkpartiesWeaveragedT55vol!nteersatthesesessionPease
w l1 you continle 1o br fg ioo s as we have not yel had a rep y io a grant app lcailon to enab e Lrs to purchase olr own
Newcomers are always we come. no experieice s required afd you can work at yolr own pace for as ong as you wish We can
a so supp J a m led number oftoois
Let !s hope ihe 4" 5!ndays rnthe.ominq monihs arewarnr and dryand thaiihe restrctlons on access allowo!rwork padies to
goahead Wewllkeepyo!updaiedasiothepostionihroughnoiicesinthecarparksandVillageVoces n lhe Echo, or yo! can
access our web siie lf in any doubt please ring ne an 01242 2331 16

:i'5:#ilt1iT::i;!";trramway cotage ca, park i0 30 and 2 00pm 22 Apt.2t' N,ray 24ihJ!ne.22"'!J!y 26'lhAlslst

Slugs and Snails and Leckhampton Hill by David Long

N,4ost people ihink ofthese creatures as pesis ihat eai everything they iry and grow b!tinfact
onlyaiewofihsaroupoianmas wh.harepailofthenatlra deconposiioncyce,areto
b ameiorih s replrtaiion, and mosl ofthose have been firoducedlniothiscountrybyman.
A fa r number of sna s and s lgs have been recorded from Leckhampton Nill Thrs ls not
s!rprsingb€caLrsethe!pperpadoithehll slnresione and ihese anima s depend on I me
in many cases to prodlce she s buiasoiorthecoverngoftheireggs Perhapsihe specles
wh ch nrost peop e noilce be$-een about ate Api and early Septenrber is the pa e brown

Ths islhe largesl snal ling rn Brilaih ard mosi probabiy was inlroduced bythe Rcm.hs. aslhere are.o re able ean er archaeoogica records I s

nll comm.n i Brlta n as r ls onLy folnd the Cotswods irom aboul Gut i9 Pcwerio so!1h oilhe Sirold va ey and in cha k cohlry. paricuarly the
chiterns and Norih Downs Becalse it ls local I should nol be colLected i bures ilseli!ndergroufd forthe winler
Ther€stofthemoiuscsonLeckhampionHlrepresenlavarielyorooseydelnedcomm!nties Perhapslhe mosl hsiorc ofihese isihe fauna of
rock screes and short turied m€slone gr.ssland becalsethisrcadeselemenlsolacommuntywhchestablishediisefinsouthernBrlaintovrards
orjlstanerrheehdorhe asr ceAge aDolll0000yearsago SpecesolihsgrolpincudetheHeathSna {sc entirc name Her.e//a liala) wth a

ftal whle sh€ r !p 10 2omm acrosswih brown sh banding and the La.ge Chrysa is Sfal(lbtda seca/e)wh ch is ac1!a ysha , up Io I5 mm long and

tooks ke a grey or browi sh smal nsect p!pa. Therrange onthe hil s cohtracting as ihe vegetal on gets Senerz ly ohger a trend whch s not ony
toca butwjdespread at leasr n Enq and where many Feath Snai siteslrere osl nthe asi ceniury. so sles n lhe catsrvods where I persisls are of
w d ieconservaUon valle

Oiher mo uscs present are gehera stswh ch can lve a most anywhere. ap.d iiom arabe ke iheWhite and Brown pped Sn? ls bolh barded lke
o djash o.ed h!mblgs and !plo 20 25mm across. ard a number ofspec es lrhch ke eaf iierand are often minule ke ihe sma lwhite Slerder
Hera d Snai (Carychrrm iaderlalur) wh ch ls white and abolt 2mm long and lhe Dwarf sna \Puh.tuh pygnaeun) Brila.'s sma est sna . !p to

Somesugsardsna s have rurned !p on the hi or its approaches because lhey hale been lransporled about by man. The most recent atrva lsthe
Worm s ug (Eoetger//a pal/ers) averyslenderpaebLuelvhiearmal which spread across Elrope froh solth east Elrope and the Calcasus was

irsrnoied nBritaninl9T2 andvaslolnd(asafirstrecordiorGolcestershre).naroadvergeorthehlllnl9S3 i ls lsualy folnd Lrnder slones
and ogs and does nol seem to hale become a pesl

F na y a b t of a mystery the mainy centra E!ropean Thamesdoorsnai. so ca led because al cLrrrentslesnBrtainarebytheThamesinornear
London was iound by three peoF e al Leckhamplon H l betweeh 1848 and before 1913 1ss.enuficnahe s Balea biph.ata and thasaspindle
shaped sharpv ribbed she aboul l3mm lonq coled so that the she mollh s o.lhe left side ofthe she vr'hen you ook at it there are tvr'o s miany
shapedshelsonthehi blto.eissmoolhandlheotherhasverylneribbing The records a.e based on museum specimens and have neverfo!nd
lonorneaiihehtthough ileinhope Whya snalnow conllned nthiscounirytoThamesfoodplalnslesshouLdtLhuphereisamysieryasthe
habtai here s so difierent bll r was recorded !p io aboll 1950 at a number orsouthern Brt sh sites and one theory isthat t hay be an old accdental

,:!',



HISTORY

Leckhampton Hill in 1863

A descrlption ofthe H ll and its environs from a guldebook ofthat yearwhich makes some very interesting reading.

A pleasant walk or drive along Bath Road for about 2 m les will bring the traveller to Leckhampton Turnpike Gate, at the
foot of the h ll. Continu ng along the high-road a shod distance up lhe hill, he wil percelve, on his left. a rough bridle road
lead ng to a path which is continued along the face ofthe cliff by a gradual ascent to the summit, which ls 925 feel above
the sea level. He will cross the sleep tramway down which stone is conveyed from the quarry al1he cresi of the hill. This
is effected by the rouqh, but simple, contivance of a cha n passing over and around a drum, and having a tumbil
allached to eitherend Bythatrneansa adenwaggon althetopofthe hill, byitsown weightdudng descent, ismadeto
draw up an emply iumbfl, and thus check its own otheIw se headlong speed down the incline. The pedestrlan will likewise
notlce the broken and r0gged appearance of the cliff in some places towering perpendicular y above h m, and at intervals
diversified wlih green slopes intem ngled with the debds of the fallen cliff tufts of grass. and numerous wild flowerc and
planis of vaned form or hue, including wild thyme

Arived atlhe cresi ofthe rdge the obseNeT looks out overa landscape unequalled forits variety. beauty, and extent. The
vale lies mapped out n all ts loveliness, and the admirer of nature revels in all the dlverslfied and beautifu objecls which
are here spread out before him. Within ihe boundary of the Colswold and [,4alvern Hrlls lies a large range of country, foT

the most paft perJectly le',/el. ScattetgC oveT its suface are vadous v llages and hamlets. in most instances inafted cui by
ihe towerc and sp res oftheirchurches as they peep out from arnong the neighbouring trees. Nothing can be finerlhan
the picturesque succession of privale residences and faTmsleads, with thickly timbered pafts, waving corn fields and dch

rneadows. their fruitful orchards and well-tdmmed hedgerows wh ch extend on either hand, and to a dislance far beyond
the power of vislon, the repose and harmony of the scene being undislurbed save by the occasional passage of the
railway train as t flits across the country between Gloucesler and Cheltenham. Almost at the feet oflhe observer may be
seen the retired village of Leckhampton, whose unprelendinq little church and elegantly tapering spire, may be discerned
standing amidst the quiet reslinq places ofthe dead. A itlle to the right l:es Cheltenham, a compact and extended mass of
building where. unlike many towns whose b ck and rcd iiled houses present a somewhat unsightly appearance. or othels
wiih lal chimneys. and volumes of black smoke which hangs like a thick pall over their streets, the large lines of
handsome tes dences and stone-built houses Tender t a p easing item ln the p cture.
Tothegeologistandfossilologistthequarriesonthecrestofthehillwil afloTd ample scope forthe practcal exercise of
his knowledge forthey abound in fossis. The botan stwillalso be gratifled wth lhe numerouswild flowerc and plants
indigenous to the neighbourhood.

Alan Gill

RECREATION

Since the last Newsletter at Chr stmas we were lucky
enough 10 have an excellent covefing of snow which
asted a few days. A great deal of fun was had by many
people. with Daisy Bank field being used for what many
see as ils natuta usel

The plcture ofthe left is taken at the top end of Daisy
Bank with ihe snow good enolrgh to reach the si le at
Piford Roadl
unfortunalely a1l olher recreational activities are now on
hold untillhe loot & mouth outbreak is brought under
control.

Don i forget that the web sile now has a webcam page, that is updated weekly in the winter and dai y in the summer.
Some of the pictures have been a litle strange recently, due to the restriction. But it can be a pLeasant view from the top
of a mu tistorey car park in the centre of Chellenham. looking towards The Hilll

Your commiltee has set a FOLK membersh p target of 500 by the end ofthis year. We have already broken the 200
barder, and with your help we can reach ihe iarget. So please spread the word now that we are establlshed, you can ever
ioin via the web site: httpl/leckhamplonhill.homesiead.com/FoLK.hlml


